
POETRY.
I am the reality :' things ;: >' nt.
Tho greal transmutir. mdting loss to sain.
jLanguor to love. and fining joy from pain,

ng, who am oalled the dream
sun, .. Heets n y gleam;

.1 fune;
... |. , .,

l-i Rows every stream.
ight thi re is to climb;

truth. tnirror d in fancy's glass;
litj ivill pass;
ty, i ii ircling

K::.:.-. onquei me. nothlng can
I am God's soul, fused in the >oul of man.
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American readers are nol perhaps oeneral ly
aware of the facl thal there has reeently l>een
a livoly debate in Kngland over certain new
editions of Ruskin's works. Kor some time
past a dofinitivo edition of bis complete works
has been passiug through the press, an edition
practically invalidating the early editions of
some of tlie great writer's most important pro-
ductioiis. Kuskin was nevor a man umvilling
to loarn nr io adtnit Uiut he had made n.is-
takes. Uo rewrote some of his books, and in
some cases greatly augmented them. In the
autliori/.'d edition, now going forward, we
have his text as he wished it to go finally be¬
fore the world. But certain early oiliiions,
having gone out of copyright, have lately
been reproduced, and loud has been the outcry.
There have been striking articles and letters on
tlie suhjeet in the London "Saturday Review,"
and tlioso have just been put into a pamphlet
by Mr. George Allen. Ruskin's publiaher. It is
called "Copyright and Copywrong: The Antheu-
tio and tlie Unauthentic Ruskin." Of course,
the publishers of thii old editions hring for¬
ward divers plausible arguments, but it cer-

tainly seems a liardship tbat tlie fanie of an
autlior who has overhauled nnd nulieally
changed bis book should suffer from the con-
tiniio.l circulation of an edition which he had
repudiatcd as out of barmony with bis mature
tbougbL

Tlie fourth volume of Taino's eorrospondenee,
wlii.ii completes the collection, has just been
publisbed iu Paris. It Lrin^s tlie record down
from ls7<; to 1K92. One of the letters writtcn
txi bis daughter contains an apt suggestion for
present day readers. He says:
As you speak about what you have been read-

Ing I beg Andro not to recite to you Verlaino's
poetrj and !¦. y u not read tho lyrie poems
of Klizabeth Browning. All that and R tti
nnd Swinburne in Kngland, and th<> Goneourts,
Daudot. Bourget, and the other "decadents" ln
I-'ranee are decidedly unwbolesome Tho readlng
of all those works has the effect on the mlnd ofj1 sh or m irphia

< »f course the narrow minded gentry who are
ahvays bo solicitious lest the world should bs
deprived of its rigbt to all the. unwholesome
Btuff iu literature and :irt, .s.uld nut bul de-

e this passage as bourgeois, phiiistine,
provinciai, and <.. on. \\"o ran hear those wise-
:. tos rotesting tbat wbile Taine was no doubt
privileged to rogulate bis daiigbter's read ing,
it was proposttrotis of bim to -\::ik in that
goneral way about the "decadents." Right-
niinded reatlers, bowever, will perceive tbe
Boundni ss of thei brilliant r'rem bman's opinion.
Uo was no shallow pedi nt. but a man of letters
of singular calholieity, and the remarks we
1 '." jiisl quoted, written toward tlie cl. of
a !..:'_¦ life, oul of a rasl exporienee, are .. to
e _!.:;>. disn ¦¦!. After a!l. the mature

icnl of a genius like Tain.ighl to luivo
some standing, ev« n at a time when "nppreei.i

Ol Mr. .' 1'. .- Iin \v lippoSI -1 tO COIlfiT
a brevet of intolleotual autbority upon the p-

that \ ii tue. Bul tlie o ti n
latiously "iibcral*' type. so common ln our day.

Ided lo liis iilols with a vengeanco, aud
¦. has ii ear for the voii-e of experien ¦... Try

im thal thi re ::.r^ things in arl and
wbii I. the world might well all m to
d bi Bpring to then- defence ln a kiud

of 1..".
-?

The rr-erudV e in this coimtry of the
fi.'ibliil ... ciiool of critkrism is a

S li :!¦¦ :i hed for a time, bul eou
died a intl iral <' ath, ba\ .;.,; proi 1 ur.] rolil
able to il tw ti h rs and a ilreadful liore to
e> ¦.;.! iij e!.;e. Its recoiit revival can onlj ..

'I "ii the h.'. potbo! is thal a new orop
of r- ,¦ ... .. !... I i way into prii t. A

¦¦'. mei t" may have long Kineo. been playo
out, bul t.. ih" yoiithful mind jusl discovering
it it Is Ihe biggr- Ihing in tlie univenre. Flenec

}¦¦ lan :. ihal assail un In honcr
of Ihe varioii .'¦ tden! individuals nr groups
develo] «d in Kuropf. There is somothlng tom-li
big :; toul these ebulliti ns, bul there is nl ;o
Bomel ling fimny aboul tliein. They aro
pathetic ln ..ui o cnhealtbiness Isi nlways un
f< ri- aate, :.in! they are funny lconnso jhp z >ai
of our ; roml dtoailents is s«i Incongnious antl
ko di proportioiuite to the existing situation.
They do uol know that the world ha ; moved.
They do not realize that tho catisos they ro
Flrcnu'iiisly a Ivocate are old stories vvhicli
have becu (isio-.l, and fixed in the perxpeetive
of things. Art, they maintain, will cease to
exlsl if their liltle lin gods arr not immetllately
entbroned, and tl:ey foresee a bankrupt litera¬
ture, a barrcrj sLage, lf thoir sickly authors nnd
dramatisL^ :;ro r jeeted. Mennwhilc Ihe mills
of tho troo .: ,i!. go on grinding without any ;¦..-
eeptiLle dislocation of t*ieir machhv>ry.
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MKMOIR3 OF THE COMTESSB DE BOIGNE.
K1-1S1L Edited rrom the Origiaal MS. By Sl.

tharles Nicoullaud. With -.".rtrait. 8vo, pp
>..\.wii. 4;.>. harles Scribner's Sona

Some account of these memoirs araa tdven in

The Tribune by our Paris correspondent when
they were published in France last Man h. It

was shown then that they amply deaenred to
be translated, and we are Klad that an EngtLsh
version has been produced with so little delay.
The Coratesse !>. Boigne had a lonsj and -x-

tr. niely diversined career. Born in 1781, and

dying in 186G, her life embraced a pertod so

full of momi ntous hanges that her memoirs
make almost as romantic reading as you will
lind in a novel. M. Charles Nicoullaud, who has

had the privilege .>f preparing them for the

press, presents her in his introductory essay as

ADELE D'OSMOND, t^nTEOSE DB BOIGNB.
fjri *n tba mlajatora r.y i.tibey )

a a man of rharacter as w.-l! as of charrn. She
liked I wi .>.¦... brilllanl mlnda to tha aalon

I for many years, and her
. ¦<;.:>.r ls doubtless justlfied In assuming fr..m
thi distincl f her circle that she waa herself

; \ . r-

ntal \:^'<r i- obvious merely upon the
>f her narrative, and by the tlme the

n-ader has followed all h.-r adventures be is
mlikely to f.-.-! that he has been in the

.table personality. Tet, .>n re-
I feel also that the Comtesse

¦1'- 1! portance f..r us ls chiefly that
of a woman who, having llved through many

i.i. t irlcal ignlflcance, has much to lell
a h tl - a an i I eard. Though he

*'ii losely ;.. 1 in m ire th.in ..ne
:¦. -.f the drama he her notea

ntiallj '1 ... .- of an >nl ...k.-r
Thrown b> blrth among the courtlei

i- XVI, I ¦¦ ind !.- r family .. icaped the more
t« :¦¦ of the downfall ..f the old r

thi early marrlage which shi made was
y one. ir al least made her future ¦.¦-

md ahe i eems to have
"¦' ably enough thmugh all the po-

litii-al ti rms of her tlme, enjoying good society
ruiir up Interestlng impressiona What

she cannol describe to the rcader on her own
he des< ribi on thal «.f eyewiti

h< p; rents or h. r frienda Thus, whlle she was
bul a child al the time of the Revolutlon, she la
at.:-- to glve a trustworthy and eztraordinarily
vivid picture of thal curious world which it

upslde down. H.-r earlier chapters are
full ..f valuable data rclating to the royalist tra-
dition as U persisted in spite of the rising tide
f llberalism.
II. i father. though a soldler with little of the

courtier in his make-up, was prevailed upon hy
the Comtesse d'Osmond t.. estabUsh blmself at
VersalllfS. Soclal condltions there In the late
ighteonth .-. ntury make no ni w t..ry. y.t every

incernlng them lhat appears must deepeo
the loader's astonlshment lt Is hard. with the
scale and grandi ur of the farooua palace m mlnd,
to get used t.< the conception of court life, withln

Its walls which history nevertholess forces upon

u When the royal family a»d -some thtrty

guostsassembledforasuppef party in tho Kings

prlvate apartments they supp. d in rjuarters so

ircumscribed that tho biiliurd table had to be

cnvered with planks to form a sib-board. Invi-

tations tn these suppers were iaaued tn ladies m

advance. but. as the Comtesae obaervea, "the fato

.! !!:.. gentlemen was less agn-eable." It is not

surprising that the soldleiiy d'Osmond shrank

from the procedure Impoaed upon all those >f his

s.-x who craved the bonor >>f sittingat meat with

Lnuis XVI. In th.- eveninc they att.nded the

performance in tho small palace th.-atre and

there thoir fato a.s to suppor was settled as fol-
lows:
Courtlors who wished to be invited took thetr

seata there; durlnR th.- perfoimanca tho Kinj?. who

was alone in hla box. survejed these eeats througn
.i large pair of opera-gtasaes, and could be seen

writlng a certain nurroM-r nf names ln pencil. ln.r

ocetipants of these seata (and to take a seat was

knnwn as M |i'T.sradr pour te* rahineU) then waite.l
in an Bnte-roona to the ca'A*cU.

.,.,,, .

Shortly aft.rward an ush.-r. candlostick ln hanil.
and holding the slip of paper wrltten by the Kinjr.
hall opened the door and pronoanced a nam', the
fiirttinate rnan then tx>wed to Ihe nmalnder. and
entered the holy of holies. The door reoptned.

an-.ther r.ame was ralled. n.n.1 s,> on untll the 11st
araa Oatshed. At tha last nam.- th«> usher rlnoail
thi dooi with a eustoman banK-
This soiind Informed the remalnder th.it their

hopea arere vain, an.l they went orr soraewhat doaro-
rast, though tt;.".- had h.-.-n well awara that there]
w.-re niun- eandadalaai than invitattona
An etlquette .>f Spanish ri.cidity govemed the

court. Ranb and wealth, the Comtesse notea,
were hand in glove in Paristan society, but
notwithatandins the seeming flexibllity the man
wh.» rould not produre proofs of nobillty waa
sure. aooner or later. to me.-t discomflture If he
carried his social asplrations t.»> far. W.
told of ..n.- rlch young ofllcer uh.» thoaght that
because he frequented th.- beat society he could
go t.> one of the i>u.-.-n'* balla at Vers
"He was turned out with auch harshness th U
he commltted sui. ide .>n arriving ln Paris. in

r at the ridlcule t.> whlch he was earpoeed
ln an age when ridlcule was the worst ..f cahun-
Itlea" It is recorded of the Doc de Coigny
that .>n tlc day when his daughters were t.> he
presented at <-.>urt he said to them. "Rem
that in this --.untry vice is Immatcrial. bul
cule is fatal." At th.' sarne tlme that the court
pedantlcalty rald down the law. it araa charac-
terized hy the queerest defects of what may be
called social adminiatration. Tha royal honpft-
tality was full of fantastlc contraata !:
ra:..- .1 man to the plnnacle t.f mundane aatls-
faction, but. Incldentally, it aubjected him to the
crudest hardshlpa "At Fbntainebleaa the ^ue^ts
were Riven nothing more than a bare apurtr-
mait. They were obUged to tir.d thebr oara
furnituie, hn. n. etc, and to provide their own
food."
Tlie Comtesse has some sh.irp ohservatl..ns on

the amnsementa of the courtterat and eapectalry
the KamtiilnK that went on among them. lt is
to this vice that she attributes much «.f tho un-

happJneaa of the Qneen, asking, "Who wonld
have dared to accnae the Queen of Ftance of
selling herself for a necUare, if she had not
been aeen before a table piled with money, at-
tempting to wia it from her aubjecta?" She
dismisaes with acora the baae calunmlea fabri-
cat.-d ont of whota cloth by the Queen's foaa)
but she ia plainspoaen about Mane Antoinette'M

indiscretlon. and especially a- .:;...n
her passion for fashkkB. "She dreaaed .,, *,_
fashionablo. ran Into debl :

gambled to be fashionablo. was a fn-* thmker
to be fashionab'.o. and waa a ;'. -. fot the sarne
reason." In ragard to the Klaa everaj
amusing things to say i'erha;
uresque referenco tn tho sabjei r .> nrs m he»
account of the manwr in which Lacjia wtat ta
bed:
The Klng eame tn from an laa aavaaa]

hv his attendanf. Illa hair w .-

ha.) t iken ..fT his o-.iers Wltho il
to ar.yoody. be araOted insi
had, an.l tho alrnon.-r for tt..-
hand of th" ralet <lr <hnm>jrr a Bamye 4
large oandlestick with two ti e
Klng within the balastra li gave :..::. t!
and h«ld the eandle durtng
a sh..rt <>::.-. Tho Kiiaj th. .

. lt
part of the rm.m where tt -

Th>- almoi..-r baaded the c&ndli
valet. an.l hc to a. paTBOB ii di) Kbaa
who coatinued to boU ir ».

dressing. Tr.is was a BBuadi
timtion. and al ev.-rv reci
those who were eoming d.iwn r
wiTf asked. "Who held the eandlestick?" .,

choice. as happens everywhere aad -: all |
waa but seldorn approv.-.l.
The Kir.K's ooat, waistooat an

off: he stnoil there aaked t.> hi- » '.
and rubbing himseit ;is if he ha
prosen.-e nf th.- wh->le i-ourt ai
str.-T.^'-rs ..f distinetl
The tirst \alt bacded th- r. .-,.

ru.ist l.itrhly paaHHoi pearaaa.
of the bl.o.1 1: any were pr»s, i
aad nol i favor, Wlien the i
whom be was on fanatliar terms ,

often piiiy trtcks whi
one >i le to make the h..| !.¦-

..i.."tn;r:g j"k.-s a il
grcitrj v-xe-l thoae who a

taehe.1 r., him When his shirt a
his dresstng-sown. white three
hi.- u i.t-t.eit and kaee-hreechea, a

his anklea, and in that srarb. acai
with these rtattcaloua fetters, I
round the i ir le of tbOBJ in wuuting.

Whea tho Klng had had eaaasn -f II
baekwa d tn an aiia chaht whftefe
the middle of the leoaa, an

up his less; two peajes on their K
soz-l his lejjs, pulb-d off ff'
them irop with a erash, whi.r. m
quette. As s...,n as he heard the
op. ro ii th<; 1 >or. savirar, **G
p.i. - >ut." Those prosent wei
r.nninnv was tinisii.-d. However
a .I'lir^K the .-anil!.sti k waa .

h«- l.a.l anytaing apeastal ti say to |
hence the value attachcd to thh

The pohtical fermentation going
period Inteveata the Comti
looks bach at her chUdl
subordinatea her eommenta .

aotes as thi
own persoi
of course, in a \.

but her pai na

p".-.- ..'. '...fi they hoiri ti.s .

little .]. ta.1:., :' ._'

We delisht in h. r .-¦

a little irirl aa
petted ber i

giving her, for exampl ...

that .,-

it with a erta
lu.-P-n f i .; sj
her walka. "Ii" the ¦
mu Wy he a ta put into a tnrg
bag and .. t* tbe an
di.t;.." Tfje an cdol

¦ I
in th- r ra of the n ..-. -.

:.:.-. I hoa Fi..
to h.t.

I iv.

But it is - : ,: ,,.t3 q| tv.
npheuval that v.

Tho auth t w:..- f .-' :.

airoaily n..te,!. to he OUl
worat moaaenta ir. the t of Fi
affairs We turn ftn m the t'rer. I
.cenea in Kng'.and. where, by tho way. Mr«
herbert ikowi her an anormoaa c.:;.-....-
shoe bu-kl-s. all bol..ng:-:^ t.. th-' I'rir.
Walea, and where. in due tuuiaa. af:.-r i
little trav.i. the yotxaaj I'.-rn. hwvtnar. ts ¦
to General de li.ugno. lacaatly nlwaed i
Indta with ar. inaaMSHC fortune. She w.._

te. ti and h.- araa forty-alac Tl
between them. lnl-.-d, she Bo
arcepted his ..ffer that sh.o dul i
the -i.-t and pmbably n- .

that if he were wi.'lin^ t.

enable her to marry hln
Geaeral de Boigne ?.\
best rf :i

gh, ao doabt, I
back.-. his wife'S

l i..i-. ;
in her 1
lines, we are just aa
ar.d ar--, ;
ate, f.>r ,:
h:rr-. any bappiness whatever
tos.-e o\ :. nl rj coai rtved 1
fortable aad
She had. we iBfcr, a gifl f r

to circuinstances, A l:
bro.-ding. ahe aevertl
oader Napoleoo. "N" twli
duis," -!:. ,-ays, 'I ,s

very sincere adteniratloa tot th<
and oa her return ta
i'arisian aucietj whlch ber r

old rogirne strcaagthea d r.

"Iu the early days of th.

"Dpposition socioty i:
As soofl aa I was InJ I '. ¦

cii le t" .. j oa ... I

At this pmut in h.r

capital portraits of V. K

Stael. and other f;ur U3 flgures
diK'3 not fall to g'-vo


